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An unsparing and hilarious account of one man&#39;s rediscovery of America and his search for

the perfect small town. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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I had high hopes for this book since I thoroughly enjoyed and laughed out loud while reading

Bryson's 'In a Sunburned Country'. I was more than a little disappointed after finished `Lost

Continent' I came away feeling more than a little disappointed. Before I bought this book I was

puzzled at the contrasting reviews here and I initially took the most of the negative reviews with a

grain of salt. I figured these were written by people who mostly just took offense way too easily and

were unable to laugh at themselves as Americans. I have to say though, after reading the book I

find myself agreeing with some of the negative reviews of this book.First off, as an American that

has lived overseas for 3 years now, I feel I'm more than capable of looking at America with an

objective eye. I'm completely aware of America's many shortcomings - ie. the propensity for urban

sprawl, the seemingly declining interest in it's rich history, the ever growing dependence on

technology and increasing laziness that invariably comes with it etc. etc.Having said that, I still

regard this book primarily as just one endless, tiring, repetitive rant by an unhappy man. One would

be hard pressed to find more than a couple instances where Bryson spent more than three of four

sentences at a time describing anything he found ENJOYABLE. As one reviewer pointed out,

Bryson comes across as being exactly like the kind of people he constantly complains about in this



book...rude, ignorant, and, just like Bryson himself, overweight (apparently he hasn't stepped in front

of a mirror lately). One has to wonder why someone would put out a book that is so consistently

sour in tone.
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